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From the Desk of Bill Montgomery
The “Broken Windows” theory of policing holds that
communities can reduce or prevent serious crimes by addressing
minor offenses like littering or vandalism. Countless examples
from across the country have validated this approach and this
month offers yet another opportunity close to home with the
kickoff of Graffiti Free Phoenix Awareness Month.
In this issue, we have some suggestions on how you can
participate in this effort and help reduce the negative impacts
of graffiti in our local neighborhoods. We also have great news
to report about our latest “Save Lives, Don’t DUI” campaign
launched last year with ride-sharing service Uber.
In our roundup of cases of community interest, we share the
latest example of the ongoing effort by our law enforcement
partners to combat sex trafficking and child prostitution. We
also have an update on a 2012 child molestation case with
multiple victims, plus a story about a tip from the public that
led to the apprehension of one of the most wanted unlicensed
contractors in Arizona.
As tax season gets underway, consider destroying older,
unneeded financial documents at our Shred-A-Thon this month.
Registration is now open for our April Citizen Safety Forum as
well as our next Citizens Academy – details on all three events
are in this issue.
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Bill Montgomery
Until next time

Bill Montgomery, Maricopa County Attorney

Our job is to ensure the guilty do not escape justice and innocence
does not suffer.

Going Undercover to Fight Sex Trafficking
31-year old Joseph Walter Evans thought he was going
to a motel to have sex with a 16-year-old girl named Sky.
Instead, he walked into a child prostitution sting operation
and was arrested by Chandler police. “Sky” was in fact
an undercover detective posing as an escort in an ad
posted on Backpage, a website frequently used to offer
legal services but which is also used to traffic women and
children for sex.
Although a person must be at least 18 to post an ad on
Backpage, the website does not have an age verification
system. In her ad, “Sky” used terminology commonly
associated with underage sex. She also exchanged text
messages with Evans in which she indicated she was too young to buy cigarettes and asked if he would
bring her a pack. As Deputy County Attorneys Rebecca Jones and Megan Eshelman later pointed out to
a trial jury, this negotiation for cigarettes represented proof that the Defendant knew he was soliciting sex
from a minor.
Evans was charged with one count of prostitution with a minor, which carries a mandatory minimum
prison term of seven years. It took the jury only 30 minutes of deliberation before they returned with
a guilty verdict. Sadly, his case is not uncommon. Police agencies throughout Maricopa County have
recently stepped up sting operations like this one as part of a broader effort to combat child prostitution
and sex trafficking. Just in the first week of January, 9 men were arrested by Mesa Police for soliciting sex
from undercover detectives posing as minors.
“These cases are an important part of a cooperative strategy with law enforcement to deter the demand
that drives underage sex trafficking and the criminal activity associated with it,” said Maricopa County
Attorney Bill Montgomery. “Together with efforts to target those who facilitate and actually engage in
child prostitution, we are also attacking the supply side of this problem to eliminate the damage these
crimes impose on our communities.”
Many defendants in sting cases opt to plead to reduced charges and accept a lesser sentence with the
prospect of a lengthy prison term if they reoffend. Joseph Evans chose to take his chances and go to trial –
and lost. He is scheduled to be sentenced on February 18.

Tax Season is Shredding Season!
As you prepare your tax returns, consider getting rid of older filings and documents that include your
personal identifying information. Billing statements, medical records, pay stubs – these are a goldmine
to identity thieves. You can safely dispose of these documents by bringing them to the upcoming MCAO
Shred-A-Thon on Monday, February 15, 2016 at:
Chandler Fashion Center
3111 West Chandler Boulevard
Chandler, AZ 85226
7:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. (or until shredding trucks are full!)
Up to three “banker’s boxes” or 13-gallon trash bags are accepted free of charge. We are also collecting any
expired, unused or unneeded prescription medications or over-the-counter drugs (no sharps or inhalers
please). Bring it all to the Shred-A-Thon and help fight identity theft and prescription drug abuse!

MCAO-Uber Partnership Goes into Overdrive
MCAO’s public awareness campaign to encourage people not
to drink and drive during the holiday season was so successful
it’s being extended until February. A partnership between
MCAO and Uber, the “Save Lives, Don’t DUI” campaign,
took place during the final two weeks of 2015 and offered a
$20 discount to first time users of the ride sharing service.
The program also offered existing Uber users a chance to win
free transportation on New Year’s Eve. More than 800 people
participated in the campaign, and Uber donated $5 to the
Arizona chapter of Mothers Against Drunk Driving for every
new user who signed up for the service.
“This campaign exceeded all our expectations,” said Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery. “By
extending this successful partnership with Uber, we hope to continue to encourage people to make the
smart choice to not drink and drive during a period when we have many popular sporting events taking
place throughout the Valley, like the College Football Championship, the Cardinals playoff game, the
Devils-Coyotes hockey game, and the Waste Management Phoenix Open.”
The $20 discount offer, which is enough to cover the full cost of the majority of Uber trips requested in
the Phoenix metro area, will now be continued until February 8, 2016. New users can access the discount
on their first ride by downloading the Uber app and entering the promo code FREETRIP. Existing Uber
users can enter to win two tickets to the Waste Management Phoenix Open golf tournament, which takes
place February 1 – 7, by entering the promo code WMOWIN. Complete details on the “Save Lives, Don’t
DUI” campaign are at azuberoffer.com.
“We are extremely pleased that our partnership with the MCAO resulted in hundreds of Phoenicians
taking advantage of safe, reliable and affordable transportation options using Uber this holiday
season,” said Steve Thompson, General Manager of Uber Arizona. “We look forward to extending our
partnership with the MCAO to keep our streets safer during marquee events throughout the Valley of the
Sun,” he added.

Maricopa County Attorney’s Office

CITIZEN

FORUM

2016
Topics:

• Prescription Safety
• Home Safety
• Phone Scams

Join us for this FREE event to help keep
our community safe through education!
West Valley
Thursday, April 21st
8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Sagebrush Ballroom
Sun City Grand Recreation Center, Sonoran Plaza
19789 North Remington Drive
Surprise, Arizona 85374
East Valley event information coming soon.

For More Information and to Register
Visit: MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/CSF

February is
“Graffiti Free Phoenix Awareness Month”
City of Phoenix officials are encouraging residents to join
in the fight against graffiti this month by reporting graffiti
vandals and other blight violations and volunteering for
community clean ups to remove graffiti. Mayor Greg Stanton
officially proclaimed February 2016 as “Graffiti Free Phoenix
Awareness Month” with a promotional campaign supported
by the city’s Neighborhood Services Department, the AntiGraffiti Task Force and the Phoenix Police Department.
Phoenix residents can get involved by using the hashtags
#GraffitiFreePHX and #iLovePHX on social media with
photos of themselves removing graffiti. They can also:
• Report graffiti in their neighborhoods by calling (602) 5344444, extension 1, or by emailing blight@phoenix.gov, or by completing an online blight reporting
form on the “report it” link at phoenix.gov.
• Download the free smartphone app (MyPhxAz) and use it to report graffiti and other blight violations.
• Report graffiti vandals by calling the Graffiti Hotline at (602) 262-7327 (you may receive up to a $250
reward!)
• Sign up to take a free Neighborhood College workshop on how to use a paint sprayer or pressure
washer to remove graffiti (go to phoenix.gov/nsd/neighborhoodcollege for more information.)
• Volunteer to remove graffiti by hosting a community cleanup.
“Graffiti is a senseless and costly crime that consumes valuable law enforcement resources and diminishes
the character and quality of our neighborhoods,” observes Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery.
“It can also serve as a magnet for other types of crime, which is why my Office is committed to vigorously
prosecuting graffiti vandals.”
The Maricopa County Attorney’s Office files formal charges on roughly 90 percent of criminal damage
case submittals, with resulting sentences ranging from probation to two years in prison or longer. In
2011, the MCAO charged William Barajas, believed to be the most prolific graffiti tagger in Phoenix, with
one class 5 felony count of criminal damage and one class 6 count of aggravated criminal damage for
numerous graffiti offenses. He pled guilty as charged and was sentenced to a maximum term of 2.5 years
in prison and ordered to pay more than $6,400 in restitution.

Karate Instructor Sentenced to Prison for
Molesting Students
A Valley karate instructor accused of inappropriately touching or
photographing four young female students will serve a nine-year sentence
in the Arizona Department of Corrections. Scott Alan Flood (D.O.B.
10/5/1964) faced a possible prison term of 5 to 15 years after waiving
his right to trial and pleading guilty to one count each of attempted
molestation of a child, aggravated assault and voyeurism. According to
the terms of the sentence imposed by Judge Warren Granville, Flood will
be placed on lifetime probation following his release from prison.
“This Defendant violated the innocence of these young victims and the
trust of the parents who placed their children in his care,” said Maricopa
County Attorney Bill Montgomery. “The resulting sentence and probation
term ensures he will be held accountable for committing these offenses
and that he will face severe penalties for any future criminal acts while we
are also able to continue to supervise his conduct.”
Flood’s crimes came to the attention of Chandler police in 2012 when a five-year-old girl told investigators
that Flood had touched her genital area. During the course of their investigation, Chandler detectives
became aware of a similar incident between Flood and an unrelated victim, also five years old, which
occurred in Tempe in 2010. Flood was arrested and charged with both incidents in June of 2012.
Following his arrest, a third victim came forward after seeing reports of the arrest on the news and
disclosed that she had been similarly molested by Flood when she was seven years old. Photographs of a
fourth victim’s clothed genital area were discovered during a police search of Flood’s cell phone.

Crooked Contractor Nabbed with Public’s Help
A tip from an alert citizen has led to the arrest of a man cited in numerous
complaints with the Arizona Registrar of Contractors for doing shoddy work and
taking money from homeowners without completing construction projects. Juan
E. Ordonez (D.O.B. 1/28/1967) was arrested by Gilbert Police one day after he had
been added to the ROC’s “Most Wanted Unlicensed Entities” list.
According to ROC spokesman Jim Knupp, a Gilbert homeowner contacted police
to report that Ordonez had visited her home working as an insurance adjuster on
an insurance claim. When Ordonez presented his business card, the homeowner
recognized his name from the Most Wanted list and called police. Ordonez was
booked on one count of fraudulent schemes and two counts of theft.
“We see far too many cases of unlicensed contractors taking advantage of people in
our community, particularly elderly residents,” noted Maricopa County Attorney
Bill Montgomery. “I strongly urge people to check a contractor’s licensing
credentials before hiring them to perform work.”
To search a contractor by name, report unlicensed contracting, or view the latest Most Wanted Unlicensed Entities
list, go to azroc.gov.

Aspiring Young Artists introduced to
Forensic Exhibits
One of the MCAO’s Forensic Exhibit Specialists,
Gary Hodges, appeared at the Phoenix Center for
the Arts January 16th to talk to interested teens (and a
few curious adults) about his work.
The Teen Artist Guild (TAG), a program founded
and produced by the Phoenix Center for the
Arts, exposes teens to the variety of career paths
available to artists. In addition to the lectures, tours,
workshops and even gallery shows the teens can
participate in, TAG holds monthly “Meet the Artist”
events where guest speakers share their experiences
as working artists.
“I was really excited to learn about the Teen Artist
Guild,” said Hodges. “I would’ve loved to have
access to something like it when I was a teen. And like TAG, I think it’s important to give young artists
real information about what they can do with their art ability, and show them the incredible diversity of
career options. What we do at the MCAO is a case-in-point.”
Hodges says the biggest obstacle young artists face is a lack of encouragement. “There are a lot of popular
misconceptions about art as a profession. If you say you want to be an artist when you grow up, most
people look at you like you just said you want to be a professional basketball player or movie star, and
then tell you there are no jobs and you need to pick a “real” career – because they have a cartoonish idea
of what being an artist is. They picture you wearing a beret and a scarf and working in a loft. The truth
of the matter is: there are jobs. And even in competitive markets, there’s always room for someone who’s
talented and dedicated. Young people need to see those real examples, to counter the negativity they
typically hear.”
Hodges shared a modified version of the Forensic Exhibit Specialists’ Citizens Academy presentation with
the teens, retooled to cater to a design-oriented audience. “I spoke to them like they were fellow graphic
artists, addressing points like color choices and the effect they can have on viewers, font choices, good
versus bad design – all in the context of making visual aids for court.”
While Hodges has experience with public speaking, talking to teenagers did have him nervous. “My
biggest worry was they’d be sitting there in stone silence the entire time. My second biggest fear was
I’d get asked all sorts of weird questions, like what is the most gruesome thing I’ve ever seen, or what
do I think about marijuana laws,” Hodges laughed. “But they impressed me. They asked really good,
interesting questions. They were a great group.”
Aside from TAG, the Phoenix Center for the Arts offers a range of classes and events for all ages. If you’d
like more information, you can find it online at PhoenixCenterForTheArts.org.

Upcoming Events Calendar
Shred-A-Thon/Rx Drug Take-Back
Monday, February 15
7:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. (or until truck is full)
Chandler Fashion Center
3111 West Chandler Boulevard
Chandler, AZ 85226

Tale of Two Cities Parade and
Festival
Saturday, February 20

AARP Community Health, Safety and
Pet Festival
Saturday, February 20
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Greer Park
12030 North Club House Square
Youngtown, AZ 85363

MCAO Citizens Academy
Thursday, February 25

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Estrella Mountain Community College
3000 North Dysart Road
Avondale, AZ 85392

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Maricopa County Attorney’s Office
301 West Jefferson Street
Phoenix, AZ 85003

Events are subject to change. Check MaricopaCountyAttorney.org to stay up to date with our events.

Learn the Prosecution Process at the
MCAO Citizens Academy
The MCAO Citizens Academy is an award-winning daylong program that offers a behind-the-scenes
look at how prosecutors prepare a case for trial. Participants will get a tour of the 4th avenue jail intake
facility, observe courtroom proceedings, learn about cold case investigations, watch how trial exhibits are
prepared and even charge a mock case. Complimentary lunch and parking are included. Come spend
the day with us! Upcoming Citizens Academy dates:
Upcoming Dates for 2016
Thursday, February 25, 2016
Thursday, March 24, 2016
Thursday, April 28, 2016
Thursday, May 26, 2016
Thursday, June 23, 2016

An application and additional information is at
MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/Academy

