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From the Desk of Bill Montgomery
School is back in session and the work of the County Attorney’s
Office with the community continues in earnest.
First, I’d like to highlight the hard work and dedication of the
prosecutors and staff here at the County Attorney’s Office, who
continue to receive national recognition. I’m extremely proud of our
Investigations Division for earning Gold Standard Accreditation
from the highly respected Commission on Accreditation for Law
Enforcement Agencies (CALEA) for a second time. MCAO is the
sole prosecutor’s office in the nation with this distinction.
Our award winning Friday Night Football Patrol has kicked off its
6th season, with staff volunteers sharing an anti-drug message and
collecting student drug-free pledges.
MCAO staff is also participating in activities for Teen Suicide
Prevention and Awareness week, September 5-11, joining with
Teen Lifeline and stakeholder partners at local high schools to share
information and resources with teens in an effort to raise awareness
about teen suicide and preventive measures to keep our youth safe.
Additionally, we launched a new feature on our website making it
easier for non-profit organizations to apply for grants through our
RICO program. The Community Grants program provides limited
funding to non-profit community agencies that provide prevention
and education programs aimed at reducing substance abuse or gang
activity, and assistance to victims of crime.
Check out our upcoming community events and if you see an
MCAO representative out in the community, come up and say “hi!”
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Bill Montgomery, Maricopa County Attorney

Our job is to ensure the guilty do not escape justice and innocence
does not suffer.

Community Partnerships Showing Promise to
Prevent and Reduce Crime
The U.S. Department of Justice Office of Community Oriented
Policing Services (COPS) recently released a report on
the completion of a Pilot Cities Project, in which the
City of Mesa was selected to participate. The project,
Intelligence-Led Community Policing, Community
Prosecution, and Community Partnerships (IL3CP),
employed innovative techniques to combat crime and
improve the quality of life for people in higher crime
areas. The Maricopa County Attorney’s Office (MCAO) is
proud to have joined with the Mesa Police Department, Mesa
City Prosecutor and others as project participants.
“The IL3CP Project proved the concept that a community-based approach to policing and prosecution can
lead to significant improvements in public safety and quality of life for residents,” said County Attorney
Bill Montgomery. “Through this project we learned valuable lessons and made significant changes to the
way we approach policing and prosecution in Maricopa County.”
The project area chosen in Mesa is a community known as the Doran Corridor, a densely populated area
with mostly low-income households that has a long history of violence, property crimes, gang activity
and drug- and alcohol-related crimes. The area also included a sizeable percentage of people believed to
be non-legal residents, and therefore possibly more reluctant to report crimes to authorities. Throughout
the project, residents were strongly encouraged to report criminal activity in their neighborhood.
The team started the project with relationship-building events such as community cleanups, with much of
the labor done by those serving probation as an opportunity to fulfill required community service hours.
Later, they organized a safety expo, holiday events for kids, a neighborhood appreciation day and held
regular community meetings. Other target initiatives included stepping up code enforcement of unsafe
properties, enforcement of warrants and enhanced prosecution.
According to the report, project leaders specifically highlighted the Youth Employment Program, a
program designed to help vulnerable youth, as the best example of a community partnership that has
already improved lives. This program brought together local residents, businesses and government
agencies not usually associated with crime reduction efforts. Following a local TV news story about the
program, government officials and local business owners responded with offers of additional assistance.
Several promising results came from the IL3CP Pilot project. Residents came forward to report more
crime, allowing law enforcement and prosecutors to address unsafe elements in the community. The
project fostered greater cooperation among agencies, sharing information and working together toward
common goals. More resources were focused on the community, such as a full-time probation officer with
the Mesa Police Department’s Community Interdiction Team. Additionally, in 2013, MCAO created four
Community Based Prosecution Bureaus aligning assignment of many criminal cases to geographic areas.
This model allows prosecutors to build relationships within a community and local law enforcement, and
to better understand the specific issues and types of crime that are unique to each area of the County.

Bill Montgomery Named State Director for
National District Attorneys Association
The Arizona Prosecuting Attorneys’ Advisory Council
(APAAC) has named Maricopa County Attorney Bill
Montgomery as the new State Director for Arizona for
the National District Attorneys Association (NDAA) to
replace retiring Greenlee County Attorney Derek Rapier.
“I am grateful for the chance to serve fellow prosecutors
in Arizona and I am honored to have their trust and
confidence. Derek will be missed as a fellow County
Attorney and as our representative to the NDAA,”
Montgomery stated. “There are a number of important
issues I hope to continue working on from challenges with
cell phone encryption, to maintaining the integrity of our
criminal justice system,” Montgomery added.
County Attorney Montgomery was a unanimous choice
among prosecutors to replace County Attorney Rapier
and follows Montgomery’s recent presentation before the Metropolitan Section of the NDAA on the use of
Grand Juries in officer-involved shooting incidents.
“I am very pleased that Mr. Montgomery will represent Arizona prosecutors on NDAA,” said Sheila
Polk, Yavapai County Attorney and APAAC Chair. “He will be an outstanding representative who brings
expertise on the more complex criminal justice issues to the national front. Arizona has been a leader in
criminal justice reform and this appointment allows us to share our success with other states.”
NDAA provides prosecutors a forum to discuss and influence important national, state and local issues
affecting law enforcement and prosecution.

Join us for the Citizens Academy this Fall
Go behind the scenes at the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office and see first-hand how prosecutors
assemble a case for trial. From arrest and booking to prosecution and sentencing, the award-winning
MCAO Citizens Academy takes you through the jail and into court to see each critical stage of the process.
The daylong program is a must for anyone interested in seeing our criminal justice system in action and
learning about the real “Law and Order.”
For information and an application, visit MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/Academy.
Upcoming Dates for Fall
Thursday, September 22, 2016
Thursday, October 20, 2016
Thursday, November 17, 2016

MCAO Investigations Division Earns Gold
Standard CALEA Accreditation
MCAO’s Investigations Division has received Gold Standard
Accreditation from the highly respected Commission on
Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA). This
designation represents the pinnacle of professional excellence and
integrity. MCAO participated in a Gold Standard Assessment for
the second time (the first in 2013) and was also named a CALEA
Flagship agency in 2010.
This designation is the fifth time MCAO has achieved the award
and the designation will remain in effect for four years, with
annual reporting requirements. The Investigations Division was
first awarded full CALEA accreditation status in July 2004 and was
the first accredited prosecutor’s office in the United States to be
awarded CALEA accreditation, a distinction it maintains to this day.
In April of this year, two experienced CALEA assessors performed
an on-site examination of all aspects of the MCAO’s Investigations
Division. The process included an assessment of the Division’s
policies, procedures, management and operations. The assessors
reviewed files and conducted internal and external interviews to verify compliance with CALEA
standards. Through the assessment process, the MCAO Investigations Division demonstrated compliance
with all applicable professional standards established by CALEA.
“Earning CALEA accreditation is a testament to the dedication and professionalism our investigators and
support staff exhibit each day in service to the residents of Maricopa County,” said County Attorney Bill
Montgomery. “We are enormously proud of the success our Investigations Division has demonstrated in
meeting and maintaining the rigorous standards set by CALEA.”
The Maricopa County Attorney’s Office Investigations Division is comprised of sworn and civilian
positions. Through its six bureaus, the Division conducts investigations in support of criminal
prosecution, is responsible for victim and witness location, participates in warrant apprehension, handles
threat assessments for MCAO, conducts all pre-employment background investigations for MCAO,
investigates internal and external complaints against MCAO employees and coordinates investigations
for the Check Enforcement program.

Vehicle theft trends change, but prevention
strategies remain the same
In 2015, Arizona reported more than 16,000 stolen
vehicles with more than 11,000 of these coming from
Maricopa County and Honda cars and pickup trucks
remaining the most popular among thieves. However,
the number of stolen vehicles in Arizona and Maricopa
County has been decreasing significantly over the
past ten years. Awareness and prevention education,
such as regular training classes presented by the
Arizona Automobile Theft Authority (AATA) and the
crime prevention team at the MCAO, in addition to
investigating and aggressively prosecuting auto thieves,
have helped contribute to this decrease.
Last month at an Arizona Crime Prevention Association seminar, AATA presented the latest and
greatest in auto theft prevention strategies to a full house, including Joan Campbell, Community Affairs
Coordinator at the MCAO. These days auto thieves use many different methods to steal cars, but the
most popular remains punching in either the driver or passenger side doors and windows, jiggle keys
or cracking the steering column. Most often, keys are simply left in vehicles or the car is left running and
unlocked in a driveway or a parking lot, making the car an easy target for thieves.
Even as technology has changed over the years and more automation than ever before is included in cars,
auto theft prevention messages remain the same. Joan reminds us of these important prevention steps:
• Always lock your car doors. Take your keys with you and remove all your valuables from the car,
even if it’s in your garage!
• Use theft deterrent devices regularly, like steering wheel locks, alarms and kill switches.
• Always park in well-lit areas.
• Remove personal and home address information from your car and your glove box.
“As a former officer and now a crime prevention specialist, the prevention measures haven’t changed
much in 30 years,” said Joan. “Training classes help law enforcement keep up with new technology and
new ways thieves may be using to steal cars, but my prevention reminders are the same as they have
always been … Roll your windows up, lock your vehicle and don’t ever leave your car unlocked and
running even if you have to go in the house or store for just a minute. These are open invitations to car
thieves who are always on the lookout for an easy crime of opportunity.” Remembering something as
easy as closing your garage door completely also removes an invitation to thieves. A few inches is all a
car thief needs to pry the door open, crawl into your garage and steal your car – or worse, break into your
home. Thieves will grab anything from your car that they can pick up quickly. Never leave items such
as laptops, company badges, iPads, cameras, weapons or billfolds in your car, even if it’s parked in your
garage overnight.
Joan also learned about the latest item car thieves are targeting – tailgates. These big pieces of metal are
surprisingly easy to steal and even easier to sell. It often takes less than two minutes for a thief to take
one right off the back of your truck and you might not even notice until hours or days later. Consider
installing a tailgate lock on trucks and back your truck up to a closed garage door at night if you are
parking it outside. “Be alert,” Joan reminds us. “Take an extra minute to grab your valuables before you
leave your car. Make some of these easy steps part of your regular routine and you will help prevent an
auto thief from targeting you.”

MCAO to participate in Teen Suicide Prevention
and Awareness Week
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), suicide is the second leading cause of death among
youth aged 10-24 in the United States. To combat this tragedy
in Maricopa County, Teen Lifeline, a teen suicide prevention
and awareness nonprofit, organizes outreach at local high
schools for Teen Suicide Prevention and Awareness Week,
September 5 - 11. But given the high demand for outreach
activities, Teen Lifeline will book events through the first
two weeks of September. Once again, the Maricopa County
Attorney’s Office Community Affairs team will draft staff
volunteers to join Teen Lifeline and stakeholder partners at
local high schools to share information and resources with
teens in an effort to raise awareness about teen suicide and preventive measures we can all take to keep
our youth safe. MCAO volunteers staff a booth and share information with students about issues of
concern, including bullying and delinquency.
The CDC identifies the following as potential risk factors for teen suicide:
• History of previous suicide attempts
• Family history of suicide
• History of depression or other mental illness
• Alcohol or drug abuse
• Stressful life event or loss
• Easy access to lethal methods
• Exposure to the suicidal behavior of others
• Incarceration
Along with the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office, additional participants in Teen Suicide Prevention
and Awareness Week 2016 outreach will include: A New Leaf, Banner Health, Crisis Response Network,
EMPACT, Tumbleweed, one•n•ten, Open Hearts Family Wellness, GLSEN, Touchstone, Terros and
MADD. Each stakeholder shares information related to the topic of teen suicide and prevention. For more
information about Teen Lifeline, please visit TeenLifeline.org.

MCAO
Friday Night Football Patrol
Schedule
Friday Night Football Patrol (FNFP) is underway for its 6th season. MCAO staff
volunteers join with KISS FM with informational booths, and encourage students to
sign the Teen Drug-Free Pledge. Check out the schedule to find a school near you.

FNFP Game 2 - Alhambra HS
Friday, September 2

FNFP Game 3 - Skyline HS
Friday, September 9

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Alhambra High School
3839 West Camelback Road
Phoenix, AZ 85019

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Skyline High School
845 South Crismon Road
Mesa, AZ 85208

FNFP Game 4 - Williams Field HS
Friday, September 16

FNFP Game 5 - Bourgade HS
Friday, September 23

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Williams Field High School
2076 South Higley Road
Gilbert, AZ 85295

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Bourgade High School
4602 North 31st Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85017

FNFP Game 6 - Desert Mountain HS
Friday, September 30

FNFP Game 7 - Saguaro HS
Friday, October 7

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Desert Mountain High School
12575 East Vía Linda
Scottsdale, AZ 85259

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saguaro School
6250 North 82nd Street
Scottsdale, AZ 85250

FNFP Game 8 - Liberty HS
Friday, October 14

FNFP Game 9 - Central HS
Friday, October 21

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Liberty High School
9621 West Speckled Gecko Drive
Peoria, AZ 85383

FNFP Game 10 - Marcos de Niza HS
Friday, October 28

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Marcos de Niza High School
6000 South Lakeshore Drive
Tempe, AZ 85283

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Central High School
4525 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85012

New Webpage Provides Easier Access to
Community Grants
The Maricopa County Attorney’s Office has launched a new feature on its
website making it easier for non-profit organizations to apply for funding
through its Community Grants program. The page can be found at:
MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/Grants
The Community Grants program provides limited funding to non-profit
community agencies that provide prevention and education programs aimed at
reducing substance abuse or gang activity, and assistance to victims of crime.
Funding for the grants is recovered from criminals or criminal activity under the
Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO) by MCAO’s Asset Recovery Bureau.
“MCAO’s Community Grants Program is designed to assist organizations that are on the ground working to
prevent crime in our community by keeping kids out of trouble, preventing drug use and reducing recidivism and
gang involvement,” said County Attorney Bill Montgomery. “This site simplifies the application process for these
already overly strained community organizations.”
Through its Community Grants, MCAO has provided funding for after-school and at-risk youth programs, victim
support and anti-human trafficking organizations and inmate re-entry programs. Since January 2014, MCAO has
assisted over 55 organizations with nearly $705,000 in total grant funding. Examples of past recipients include AZ
Common Ground, Chicanos Por La Causa, NotMYkid and Big Brothers Big Sisters, to name a few.
Organizations seeking funding from the MCAO can complete the RICO Community Grant Application provided
on the website at: MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/Grants. Applications for the next round of grants are due
November 1, 2016 for the January 2017 funding cycle.

Upcoming Events Calendar
MCAO Citizens Academy
Thursday, September 22

Fiesta Peoria ‘16
Saturday, September 24

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Maricopa County Attorney’s Office
301 West Jefferson Street
Phoenix, AZ 85003

2:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Peoria Sports Complex
16101 North 83rd Avenue
Peoria, AZ 85345

MCAO & Phoenix Police Dept.
Shred-A-Thon
Saturday, October 1

MCAO Shred-A-Thon &
Rx Take-Back
Saturday, October 8

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Metrocenter
9617 North Metro Parkway West
Phoenix, AZ 85021

7:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Moon Valley Country Club
151 West Moon Valley Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85023

Events are subject to change. Check MaricopaCountyAttorney.org to stay up to date with our events.

Cases of Community Interest
James King Sentenced to 283.5 Years for 10 Counts of Sexual Exploitation of a Minor
James King was sentenced to 283.5 years in the Department of Corrections for 10 counts of
Sexual Exploitation of a Minor, each a Class 2 Felony and considered Dangerous Crimes against
Children. Each count carried 28 years flat plus 3.5 years for violating probation resulting from a
1999 conviction.
“This sentence illustrates the seriousness with which Arizona takes crimes against children, and
is appropriate given the defendant’s prior criminal conduct and failure to take advantage of a
second chance,” said County Attorney Bill Montgomery. “We will not tolerate a market for child
pornography, whether we’re dealing with a user, a producer, or a distributor,” Montgomery
added.
http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2016/2016-08-01-James-King-Sentencedfor-10-Counts-of-Sexual-Exploitation-of-a-Minor.html

Miguel Angel Maldonado Sentenced to 8 Months in Jail for Reckless Behavior Injuring Four People
Miguel Angel Maldonado was sentenced to eight months in jail and five years of supervised
probation for his actions that led to a car crash and serious injuries to three victims in another car,
and the passenger in his car. Maldonado, who was 14 at the time of the incident, was impaired by
alcohol. He was tried as an adult and convicted on one count Aggravated Assault, a Class 2 Felony
and two Counts of Aggravated Assault, Class 3 Felonies.
“The defendant displayed a staggering lack of judgment and a careless disregard for the safety of
others in the community, jeopardizing the lives of the victims who had the misfortune to cross his
path,” said County Attorney Bill Montgomery. “This sentence doesn’t take away the impact that
his decisions had on his victims, but it should serve as a lesson that there are consequences to poor
choices.”
http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2016/2016-08-18-Miguel-AngelMaldonado-Sentenced-for-Injuring-Four-People.html
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